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Hardwood Grading Rules Régles de Classement pour le Bois Dur 

FAS   /  Select&Better / 1&2Common  FAS   /  Select&Better / 1&2Common 
Herkomst : Africa, Indonesia, Malaysia, 

South America 
Origine : Afrique, Indonésie, Maleisie, 

Amérique du Sud 

 

Hardwood is a versatile and popular building and construction material used for many 
applications, including furniture, flooring, cabinetry, and decorative woodwork. Wholesale buyers 
need to understand the grading system for hardwood to make informed purchasing decisions and 
ensure that they are getting the best value for their money. 

 

The NHLA Grading System 

The National Hardwood Lumber Association (NHLA) grading system is the most commonly used 
system for classifying hardwood lumber. This system assigns grades to hardwood based on its 
appearance and quality, ranging from FAS (First and Seconds) to Select and Better. 

 

FAS is the highest grade of hardwood, characterized by a smooth, clear appearance with few 

defects. A board must have at least 83% clear face cuttings to be considered FAS. This means 
that 83% of the board’s surface is free of knots, gaps, and other defects, making it ideal for high-
end furniture, cabinetry, and other decorative applications where a smooth, uniform appearance 
is necessary. The remaining 17% of the board can contain some minor defects, but it should still 
have a very good overall appearance. 

 

Select and Better is the next grade down from FAS. It’s considered “better” quality. 

The NHLA grading system characterizes this grade by a good overall appearance but may have 
more defects and a less even appearance than FAS-grade wood. This grade is commonly used 
for flooring, paneling, and other applications where a uniform appearance is not as important. 
While a Select and Better board can have some small knots, it can’t have any gaps, missing 
knots, or other defects that would impair its strength. This grade is suitable for applications where 
painting or staining the wood is necessary, hiding imperfections. 

 

No.1 Common and No.2 Common grades are the lowest quality of 

hardwood. They have a high number of defects, including knots, gaps, and other blemishes that 
detract from the overall appearance of the wood. They are suitable for lower-end furniture and 
construction, for example, pallets or crates that will not be visible to customers. 
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